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21 October 1952
MEMORANDUM FORs 8PP 25X1A
FROM; i
SUBJROT » Commenta on PSB D4, "Progrem of thaiagiaal

Preparation for ﬂmiin‘n Passing from Pover."

1. SR Division oonours in prineiple with the comments expressed in
the subjeot paper, We fesl, however, the following additional fectors
should be 1nsluded for consideration ty the PSBi

8, Effect of tha latest developments of the 19th Party Congress
on the eourse of action outlined im the subjest paper, Specifieslly,
¢he folloving points should be sonsidered:

(1) Eliminstion of the Politburc and its replacement
by the Presidium,

{2) Stalin's role in the new party and stads structures,

{3) iny indicetion that the changes brought about by
the 19th Party Congress have created machinery negesssry for
the pradusl and arder tranaitim of power from 3talin to the
new group or individe

{4) ¥alenkov's role in the mew power gomplex.
b, Exsmination of the cther conflicts within the Soviet structure:
{1) fThe Military versus the politissl apparatus,

{2) Seeurity apparatus versus the Military and the
Politioal.

0, Although Stalin's eventual death aan be regarded sa e cartainty,
strains between the individuals and groups comnected with the problem
of succession should not be placed in the seme category, Ve have no
eridense that the axt *atnins” between the individuale spd pa
are of mich magnitude tha will culminete sutomatically im
internal o ,__tarloadtatamtwtyptmglc. Moreover, wve
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should not asmme that despite the existing rivalries, Jeslounies,
eto,, thers may uot be an orderly transition of power whish would
asgure at least & short period of order and tranquiBity mntil the
existing or crested frictions would have sufficient time to fertilise,
We must gertalnly assume thet Stalinm is fully swere of this instability
end probably has devoted acnsidersble time to meking sure thet -his
asecplishment will not be undermined by internsl dissension, ™ such
& ense, it would be more profitabls for us to sdvange our attask on

parste but related fronts, One atteck directed to develop new
and old personal fristions smong the top leadership; and
saother coordinated attesk dirested to place the military in opposti~
tion to the political apparatus,

%, SR/CPP assumes that the detalled peper which is now being prepered
:n *h;ngledgu" will serve as s besis for a coordinated reply to the mbjest
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COMMENTS ON PSDw2l

- 1s This draft paper, dated October 14, 1952, ignores entirely the fact
that considerabls groundwork has been done by varlous agencies on the basie
theme. Its sole purpose seems to be to initiate = iﬂint conceg¥ion ox@ the
provlem in spite of the fact that a number of decisions have slready been
arrived at, The most important of these has been an agreement in principle
that diplomatic silence will be malntained by this government in the event of
8talin's desth and that attempts will be made to obtain parallel official
action from friendly governments.

2y Except for a suggestion in Paragraph 6.d,, relating to general Soviet
valnerabilities, the PSB paper 1s solely concerned with the almost imposaible
task of exploiting or f@mbmting tensions within the Presidium prior to and
subsequent to Btalin's demise., This is certainly a desirable objective but
dossn't £all within any present or foresecable capabilities of this government
or this agency unless a broad variety of indirect actions are organiszed with
the idea of creating situetions capable of producing devielve tensions at the
top. In other words, although one can not disagree with the desirability of
producing such affects as ape outlined dn the PSB paper, our primary targets
" wAll have to be sought for st a much lower level. This fact is being ignored
by P3B,

3, Within the context of "placing maximum strain on the Soviet structure
of power" it is suggested that consideration be given to the three principles
and six @neillary Objectives cutlined in the previous paper. gsitmitted by the
undersigned. Unless we select our tergets within areas that U.3. overt and
covert capabllities can attain and affect,‘*@ﬁtire plan will be nothing more
than a pious declaration of intent. By proper ciploitation of this theme in
a definitely coordinated policy framework we will be able to place the entire
Soviet empire in a defensive position and increase disruption beglnning at the
low levels and mounting progressively towerds the sumit of the pyramid. Ne
other technique will grant these positive resulis.
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COMMENTS ON PSB-24

1. This draft paper, dated October 1L, 1952, ignores entirely the fact
that considerable groundwork has been done by mlaua agencies on the basic
theme, Its sole purpose seems to be Lo initiate & joint concepiion of the
problem in spite of the fact that a number of decisions have already been -
arrived at. The most important of these has been an agreement in principle
that diplamatic silence will be maintained by this government in the event of
Stalin's death and that attempts will be made to obtain parallel officisl
action from friendly govermments, :

2. Except for a suggestion in Paragraph é.d,, relating to general Soviet
vulnerabilities, the PSB paper s solely concerned with the almost impossible
task of explodting . or f@wingting tensions within the Presidium prior to and
subsequent {0 Stalin's demlse, This is certainly a desirable objective but
doesn't fall idthin any present or foresccable capabilities of this government
or this agency unless a brood variety of indirsct actions are orgsnized with
the 1dea of creating situations capable of producing devisive tensions st the
top. In other words, although one can not disagree with the desirability of
producing such affects as ape outlined &n the PSB paper, owr primary targetc
td.l%sg‘axe to be sought for at a much lower level. This fact 1s being ignored
by P3 '

3+ Within the context of "placing maximum strain on the Soviet structure
of power™ 11 1s suggested that considerstion be given to the three principles
and six dncillary Objectives outlined in the previous paper submitted by the
undersigned, Unless we select our targets within sreas that U.S. overt amd
COVe 62pabilit-ies gan attain and affectfentire plan will be nothing more
then a plous deéclaration of intent., By proper exploitztion of this theme in
a definitely coordinated policy framework we will be able to place the entire
Soviet empire in s defensive position mnd increase disrupiion beginning at the
low levels and mounting progressively towards the swmalt of the pyramid. No
other technique vwdll grant these positive results,
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